
24/03/2016 WEEK 12 - 2016 KLIK HIER VIR DIE AFRIKAANSE WEERGAWE CLICK HERE FOR THE ENGLISH VERSION

In this issue...

• 50th NAMPO Harvest Day
• Grain SA Congress 2017
• Conservation Agriculture farmers' days at Vrede and Reitz
• Stay inspired...

50th NAMPO HARVEST DAY

» Grain SA's Harvest Day is presented for the 50th time in 2016 and we plan to celebrate this remarkable milestone during 

the 2016 NAMPO Harvest Day. Grain SA invites all persons which were involved and/or worked at the NAMPO Harvest 
Day, to register on the roll of honour, if their name does not already appear on the list. 

Click here for further information 

Back to Top

GRAIN SA CONGRESS 2017

» It is with great pleasure that we confirm our Congress dates for 2017, scheduled for Wednesday, 8 March & Thursday, 9 

March 2017. 
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CONSERVATION AGRICULTURE FARMERS' DAYS AT VREDE AND REITZ

Hendrik Smith, Conservation Agriculture Facilitator, Grain SA 

» On 18 February a Conservation Agriculture (CA) farmers' day was held at the Ascent Silo in Vrede followed by one in the 

Reitz area, on 17 March, hosted on the Van Rooyenswoning of Danie Slabbert. These two farmer's days, part of a Maize 
Trust funded CA project, is coordinated by the Grain SA CA programme and implemented in collaboration with producers 
from the Ascent (Vrede) and Riemland (Reitz) study groups, as well as other technical co-workers, such as the Agricultural 
Research Council. The project also serves as a platform for the Grain SA/Argentina agreement whereby the Valtrac and 
FarmQuip companies provide equipment for use in trials. 

The aim of the farmer's days were to provide new and relevant information on CA practices to producers and other 
interested parties. Various on-farm trials, forming part of the project, serve as demonstrations during these farmers' days. 
These trials investigate plant density (plant population and row width), crop rotation, cover crops, soil health, etc. 

Several speakers addressed producers and Egon Zunckel, CA farmer in Bergville and Warden, acted as keynote speaker. 
Furthermore, Peter Greeff, part of a Western Cape group who attended the event, addressed the Reitz event. A group from 
Grain SA's smallholder CA project in KwaZulu-Natal also attended the event. These two very successful events, saw 77 
people attending the day Ascent, and 150 who gathered at Reitz. 



Visitors discuss cover crop trials on the farm Skulpspruit at Ascent, Vrede

Visitors are transported on trucks between trials on the farm Van Rooyenswoning, Reitz



Robert Steynberg of VKB discuss trials at the farmers' day on Ascent, Vrede

Hendrik Smith of Grain SA show the difference between a conservation agriculture trial (maize left on photo) and conventional (maize right on 

photo) in Reitz
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Stay inspired... 

Prayer for Easter

Father ...



Bloodstained You walk
And stumble 

To your death
My life bread 

Your sharpened crown of thorns ...
My eternal Heaven Throne 

Step by step, 
You are on the way 

To grant me eternal life. 

You fall down, 
Again and again. 

You forgive me, 
Time and again ... 

Splinters and nails 
Mixed in your flesh ... 

So I forever ...
Your child may be.   

~ Sarie.com
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