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ELENUS KRUGER se liefde !

"
vir fotografie het reeds op ‘*';
skool wortel geskiet. “Die .
aanvoeling daarvoor het ek _
sekerlik by my kunstige ma
geérf. Ek het vinnig besef
dat ek my sakgeld kan aanvul deur foto’s ESTIE DE VILLIERS, redakteur
aan my maats te verkoop. Nadat ek op
Harrismith gematrikuleer het, het ek fotografie by Central University
of Technology (wat toe bekend was as Vrystaat Technikon) studeer,” [ ULLUULLURARRRRRR RN RR R R NN AR R R R R Y
vertel hy. “Ek het 'n paar jaar as fotograaf by die Departement van

Landbou gewerk, wat aan my 'n agtergrond in landboufotografie y swaer-hulle se dogter - die oudste kleinkind in ons

besorg het. Landbou is tans steeds 'n omgewing waarin ek lief is familie — skryf vanjaar matriek. Die matriekafskeid-

om te werk.” rok was skaars in die kas weggepak of daar moes
agter die boeke ingeskuif word. Dit het my sommer

Sy gunsteling tydverdryf is reis en die Karoo is een van sy voorkeur- aan my skooldae herinner.

bestemmings. Hy doen graag reis- en dokumentére fotografie vir ont-

spanning; is getroud met Carien, 'n joernalis by Landbouweekblad en Voor ‘n eksamen moes ek altyd eers my kamer skoonmaak en my

hulle het twee hondekinders, die Skotse Terriérs Bika en Teran. lessenaar en notas organiseer, regpak en netjies maak voor ek kon

begin studeer. (Miskien was dit ‘'n bietjie van 'n uitsteltegniek...?) Ek
kan steeds nie behoorlik funksioneer as dit rondom my deurmekaar is
nie...'n Geordende chaos werk net eenvoudig nie vir my nie.

Helenus is een van die beoordelaars in ons fotokompetisie en het
ook die foto’s by die Graan SA Toekenningsgeleentheid in Oktober
geneem. Foto’s van dié geleentheid is op bladsy 13 tot bladsy 22
te sien.

Dit is een van die dinge waaroor ek en my huismense - veral tydens
‘'n naweek (wanneer hulle net 'n bietjie wil ontspan en nie noodwendig
wil opruim nie) — die heel meeste vassit. Dit is vir my ontspannend
om na organiseerwenke op Pinterest te soek en televisieprogramme
te volg waar 'n span inwals en iemand se huis van bo tot onder
regpak en organiseer...Nie vir my huismense nie! En met dié dat die
einde van die jaar naderspoed, is dit mos nou juis die ideale geleent-
heid om orde in jou huis en werksplek te skep — voor die nuwe seisoen,
nuwe jaar en nuwe skooljaar begin.

I Nuwe NAMPO-seisoen het aangebreek. Toe
ndie helder Overbergson in September oor die
groen koring- en die goudgeel kanolalande digby
Bredasdorp Park kop uitsteek, het Graan SA se
werk in die suide 'n nuwe era begroet. Altesaam
16 245 besoekers het die eerste NAMPO Kaap van-
jaar bygewoon. JAN GREYLING (vryskutjoernalis)
het die geleentheid namens die tydskrif bygewoon
en lesers kan van bladsy 23 af loer wie almal
daar was. Maar voor dan moet 'n mens seker ook vakansie gaan hou. In ons
kollig op buitelewe en reis vertel Francois Rossouw, aanbieder van
4x4SPORT op RSG, meer van die toere wat hulle na die mooiste, mees
afgeleé en ongeskonde plekke onderneem — en wat 'n mens nét met
'n 4x4 kan bereik. Volgens hom kan jy sonder 'n gids wat die omge-
wing ken, maklik verdwaal of bitter naby aan die natuurskatte verby
ry sonder om daarvan te weet. Op bladsy 48 verduidelik hy onder an-
dere hoe hulle die roetes beplan.

Weidingsgewasse word al meer as dekgewasse
aangewend - veral waar lewende hawe as
laaste element in 'n siklus op dié dekgewasse
geplaas word. Daar is verskillende opsies en
verskillende stelsels wat deel vorm van bewarings-
landbou, wat oorweeg kan word. Op bladsy 28

tot bladsy 37 kyk PROF CHRIS S DANNHAUSER
(emeritus professor: Weidingkunde) in drie artikels
na die gebruik van weidingsgewasse as dekge-
wasse in bewaringslandbou.

Dink jy daaraan om 'n 4x4 te koop? Lees op bladsy 49 watter as-
pekte om in ag te neem wanneer jy besluit watter 4x4 om te koop.
Francois sé daar is nie meer 'n ding soos 'n slegte 4x4 nie, maar wel
voertuie wat swak diens lewer, “omdat dit vir 'n doel aangewend word

n the article on page 40, GERRIE TRYTSMAN waarvoor dit nie gesk|k is nie”.
(independent researcher) discussed the following
CA aspects under investigation at the cover crop
screening trial on the farm Humanskraal, Ottosdal
area: Maize grain yields and water use efficiency
and soil organic matter and the role it fulfils in
regenerating the soil with the co-operation of

microorganisms.

En van matriek gepraat...Deesdae is daar mos maar min geleenthede
waarheen jy kan optof soos wat ons na die matriekafskeid van ouds
gedoen het. Een s6 'n geleentheid waarna ons dames jaarliks uitsien,
is die Graan SA Toekenningsgeleentheid, waarvoor manlief sy manel-
pak uit die kis moet haal en jy jou behdoérlik kan uitvat vir dié skit-
tergeleentheid. Baie geluk aan elke produsent wat tydens die aand 'n
toekenning ontvang het. Julle maak ons trots! Kyk gerus op bladsy 13
tot bladsy 22 wie toekennings ontvang het.

Die genoomvolgordebepaling van broodkoring
is uiteindelik afgehandel. Op bladsy 77
verduidelik WILLEM BOTES (Universiteit van
Stellenbosch) wat dit beteken. “Soos wat ons as
navorsingsgemeenskap voortbou op die werk,
gaan ons meer effektief met die identifikasie

van gene word. Ons sal ook volgordebepaling
geroetineerd vanaf ons eie programme se
teelmateriaal doen.”

Lekker lees (en regpak) tot aanstaande maand.
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« STANDPUNT
" POINT OF VIEW

JANNIE DE VILLIERS, HUB/CEO

'n Tyd van UITERSTES

ie dringendheid verbonde aan die snelheid waarmee

die einde van die jaar naderkom en alles wat voor

dan gefinaliseer moet word, hou al die kerse hier by

Graan SA aan die brand. Met die skrywe hiervan was

die reén in die noorde skaars en wou die produsente in

die suide begin stroop om seker te maak dat al die graan
so spoedig moontlik in die silo’s beland.

Dit is ook 'n tyd van uiterstes — wat net al meer onsekerheid by al-
mal meebring. Hier en daar ontvang ons goeie nuus — wat ons
opgewonde maak — en dan weer is daar blatante vyandigheid jeens
die organisasie en sy lede wat 'n mens nie kan verstaan nie.

Een so saak was die onlangse stigting van nog 'n organisasie
vir graanprodusente deur 'n voormalige lid van Graan SA se Hoof-
bestuur. Dit is beslis nie in belang van eenheid in landbou nie en
dit is net logies dat 'n rasgebaseerde organisasie nie 'n toekoms in
die land kan hé nie.

Dit voel soos planttyd in georganiseerde landbou. Dit dreun in elke
enjinkamer en die rook trek. Die ligte brand laat en ons eet in die
hardloop. Diesel is duur en tyd is min. Almal stap 'n ekstra myl of
selfs twee. Daar word 'n groot aantal vergaderings op grondvlak
gehou en emosies loop hoog. Mense raak krapperig met mekaar.

In al die geharwar kom die wysheid van Salomo na ons: “'n Gedul-
dige mens het meer waarde as 'n bedrewe vegter; 'n mens met self-
beheersing meer as iemand wat 'n stad inneem.” Die uitdaging is:
Hoe bly 'n mens kalm en pas selfbeheersing toe as dit s6 gaan? Dit
klink bomenslik. Tog is dit moontlik.

My raad aan jou is dat jy na daardie plek toe gaan waar jy kan
stil word en van alles om jou kan afskakel sodat jy kan onderskei tus-
sen feit en flater. Dan neem jy die feite en bepaal jou rigting vir die
toekoms. Dit is nie iets wat van nature gebeur nie. Die meeste van
ons wil net vinniger en harder werk om al die balle in die lug te hou.
Stop en dink is 'n groter uitdaging as om sommer net weer 'n rigting
in te slaan sonder om deeglik te besin oor die koers wat jy kies.

Die Agri SA Kongres was een so 'n ligpuntjie in die afgelope tyd.
'n Netjiese opsomming van al die Kongresbesluite oor grond wat
ons sedert 2001 geneem het, is verskaf. Wat vir my uitgestaan het, is
die feit dat ons deur die jare, ten spyte van al die druk, uiters konse-
kwent was. Ons leiers het ons netjies in die middel van die pad gehou.

SAGRAN

Die uitdaging is nou om vir ander ook te wys waar die middel van
die pad is en s6 'n bydrae te lewer om implementering op 'n vol-
houbare wyse te laat geskied. Dit is sodanige konsekwentheid wat
respek vir 'n organisasie in die hand werk en wat veroorsaak dat
die land se politieke leiers met ons wil saamwerk in hul soeke na
oplossings.

Dit is hier waar geduld inkom: Ons moes geduldig wag totdat al
die geraas verbygewaai het (ons mog nie saam raas nie). Eers daarna
het oproepe vir samewerking na vore gekom. Dit bly 'n uitdaging,
maar dit bly ook die regte ding om te doen.

Prof Quinton Johnson (voorsitter: Suid-Afrikaanse Instituut vir
Grond, Erfenis en Menseregte) het ook 'n belangrike waarheid aan
ons as lede van die kongres voorgehou toe hy die volgende gesé
het: “Nothing about us, without us!” Hierdie séding is waarskyn-
lik gebore uit die vakbondwese 'n klompie jare gelede, maar dit is
vandag nog net so van toepassing — en seer sekerlik geld dit vir
ons as georganiseerde landbou ook.

Agri SA het homself as organisasie uitstekend geposisioneer om
deel te hé aan die soeke na oplossings vir die toekoms. Dit gaan
beslis nie maklik wees nie, maar my geloof in dit waarvoor ons staan
en dit wat Louw Steytler (voormalige Graan SA-voorsitter) soveel
maal vir ons gesé het: “The centre will hold” is weer bevestig. @

Ons leiers het
ons netjies in die
middel van die
pad gehou.
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A time of EXTREMES

he urgency associated with the speed with which the end of

the year is approaching and everything that has to be final-

ised before then, is keeping all the candles burning here at

Grain SA. At the time of writing the rain in the north was

scarce and the producers in the south had started harvesting

to make sure that all the grain gets into the silos as speedily
as possible.

It is also a time of extremes — which just increases everyone’s un-
certainty. Here and there the news is good — which makes us excited
- and then there is the incomprehensible blatant hostility towards
the organisation and its members.

One such a case was the recent establishment of another organisa-
tion for grain producers by a former member of Grain SA’s Executive.
This is definitely not in the interests of unity in agriculture, and it
is just logical that a race-based organisation will not have a future
in this country.

It feels like planting time in organised agriculture. Every engine room
is buzzing and smoking. The lights are burning until late and we eat
on the run. Diesel is expensive and time is limited. Everyone walks
an extra mile or two. A large number of meetings are held at grass-
roots level and emotions run high. People become irritable with
one another.

In all the chaos the wisdom of Solomon springs to mind: ‘He who
is slow to anger is better than the mighty. And he who rules his spirit
than he who takes a city.” The challenge is: How do you remain calm
and exercise self-control under these circumstances? It sounds su-
perhuman. Yet it is possible.

My advice to you is to go to that place where you can find peace
and quiet and switch off everything around you so that you can
distinguish between fact and fable. Then you take the facts and set

your course for the future. This does not come naturally. Most of us
just want to work quicker and harder to keep all the balls in the air.
To stop and think is a greater challenge than just again taking a direc-
tion without reflecting properly about the course you choose.

The Agri SA Congress was one such a ray of light recently. A neat
summary of all the Congress resolutions on land passed since
2001 was provided. What stood out to me was the fact that despite
all the pressure, we have been extremely consistent through the
years. Our leaders kept us neatly in the middle of the road.

The challenge now, is to show others where the middle of the road
is too, and in that way contribute towards sustainable implementa-
tion. It is such consistency that generates respect for an organisation
and that causes the country’s political leaders to want to collaborate
with us in their search for solutions.

This is where patience plays a role: We had to wait patiently for all
the noise to die down (we could not participate in the noise). Only
then the pleads for collaboration could be heard. It remains a chal-
lenge, but it also remains the right thing to do.

Prof Quinton Johnson (chairperson: South African Institute for
Land, Heritage and Human Rights) also presented us as members
of the Congress with an important truth when he said the following:
‘Nothing about us, without us!" This saying may have been coined
by the trade unions a few years ago, but it still applies today — and it
definitely applies to us as organised agriculture.

Agri SA has positioned itself as an organisation in an excellent
way to share in the search for solutions for the future. It will defi-
nitely not be easy, but my belief in what we stand for and in what
Louw Steytler (former Grain SA chairperson) has told us so often:
‘The centre will hold’, has been confirmed once again. @
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ns word aan die begin van Ps. 107 geroep om die
Here te loof. Deur die loop van die psalm word ons nog
vier keer aangespoor om die Here te loof. Elke keer
word daar redes verskaf van waarom ons dit moet doen.

Die eerste rede is dat die Here vir Hom gelowige
kinders van regoor die wéreld bymekaar maak. So het dit gebeur
dat ons wat nie fisiese nakomelinge van Abraham is nie, deel kon
word van die volk van God.

Ten tweede verlos die Here sondaarmense en gee aan hulle nuwe
harte. Deur die Heilige Gees wederbaar Hy ons en gee aan ons die
geloof wat ons in Jesus Christus as ons Verlosser en Saligmaker
laat glo. Ons was gevangenes van Satan, maar die Here het Satan
se houvas en mag oor ons verbreek en ons gered.

Die derde rede is dat die Here ons talle kere uit benoudheid en
angs red. Daar kom soveel dinge oor ons lewenspad dat dit
partykeer voel asof al die storms van die lewe op een slag op ons
afkom. Hierdie storms kom oor ons persoonlik, oor die kerk en oor
ons land. Die Here maak hierdie storms stil en maak dit ook stil in
ons harte.

DS KOOS KIRSTEN

Die vierde rede is dat die Here ons versorg. Hy gee aan ons dit
wat ons nodig het vir ons aardse lewe en die ewige lewe. Menige
kere seén Hy ons werk en maak ons goeie oeste. Elke Sondag tydens
die erediens spreek Hy sy seén oor ons uit.

Hierdie psalm sé nie net dat ons die Here moet loof nie, hy sé
ook hoe, waar en wanneer. Ons moet met jubelende woorde en
sang sy lof verkondig in die wéreld, in die kerk, en by elke ander
geleentheid wat hom voordoen. Daarby moet ons onsself aan die
Here offer as lewende en heilige offers.

Ps. 107 sluit af met die oproep om op al hierdie wonderlike dinge
wat die Here doen ag te gee en op sy goedertierenheid te let, want
daarin is wysheid. Wees dan wys en sien al hierdie dinge raak en
loof die Here daarvoor. @
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ALZENA GOMES, skakelbeampte, Graan SA

Swartlandskou bring
mense bymekaar

kLIANA STROEBEL, ontwikkelingskodrdineerder, Graan SA

andbouers en landbousektor-rol-
spelers het van regoor die Wes-
Kaap - en ander provinsies — gereis
om die jaarlikse Swartlandskou

op Moorreesburg by te woon. Hierdie
geleentheid bied aan plaaslike produsente
en insetverskaffers die geleentheid om
hul produkte, asook nuwe tegnologie, aan
mede-landbouers en die publiek ten toon
te stel.

Graan SA het ons lede by hierdie intieme
plattelandse landbouskou, wat vanaf
5 tot 8 September plaasgevind het, by 'n
gemaklike ledelokaal ontvang waar hulle
die geleentheid gehad het om met ons
Graan SA-bestuurslede, bemarkers en
ekonome te gesels.

Die algemene gemoedstemming onder
produsente was, met die goeie jaar op
hande, besonder positief. Graan SA het by

® NovenJ ber 201?

a Die Swartlandskou op Moorreesburg groei elke jaar, maar behou steeds

die karakter van 'n intieme plattelandse skou.

SAGRAN

die skou ook, in samewerking met Kaap
Agri en Nedbank, 'n insiggewende paneel-
bespreking aangebied met die tema “Die
kwynende winsmarges in die graanbedryf”.
Sprekers het mnr Jaco Minnaar (voorsitter
van Graan SA), dr Dirk Strydom (bestuurder:
Graanekonomie en Bemarking, Graan SA),
prof Ferdi Meyer (Buro vir Voedsel- en Land-
boubeleid) en mnr Sean Walsh (HUB van
Kaap Agri) ingesluit. @
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Day of Celebration )

Struggles and HARD WORK forgotten
as SUCCESS is celehrated

u.OUISE KUNZ, SA Graan/Grain editorial team

we are celebrating those who are using land and using it

well,” said Ms Jane McPherson (manager: Farmer Devel-

opment Programme, Grain SA) at the tenth Day of Cele-
bration held on 26 September.

l Farming is not about land; it is about using land. Today

NAMPO Park hosted this prestigious event for the first time in nine
years. In 2008 Grain SA initiated this celebration to give acknow-
ledgment to farmers for the hard work they put in throughout
the year.

About 400 guests, which included government representatives,
agricultural stakeholders, emerging grain producers and Grain SA
personnel, attended the event this year. Guests sported colour-
ful traditional outfits and there was a buzz of excitement in the air.
It was evident that agriculture in South Africa was alive and well.

This competition is not about winning, but about celebrating the
learning, growth, development and hard work of the thousands of
farmers in the Grain SA Farmer Development Programme. It is meant
to serve as a beacon of motivation and inspiration to work towards
improving farming skills and achieving goals.

The selected nominees were identified for good agricultural prac-
tices and are all an example of what can be achieved.

Growing together
American businessman, James Cash Penney, said ‘Growth is never
by mere chance; it is the result of forces working together’. Since

-

a 1: The 2018 Grain SA/Absa/John Deere Financial New Era Commercial
Farmer of the Year, Jeremia Mathebula, is in the centre. To the left of him
are Jaco Minnaar (chairperson, Grain SA) and Ramodisa Monaisa (master

of ceremonies and Grain SA executive committee member) and to the right

the two sponsor representatives, Antois van der Westhuizen (John Deere
Financial) and Belinda Jacobs (Absa).

N 2: A delighted Jeremia could not wait to hear the roar of his brand new
John Deere 5075 E tractor.

SAGRAN

Grain SA embarked on a road to assist farmers to become better
agriculturalists there was growth in the number of South African
farmers.

Mr Jannie de Villiers (CEO, Grain SA), is extremely proud of the
team involved in the programme who were instrumental in adding
29 new emerging farmers to the list of farmers who are now pro-
ducing grain of commercial quality. He expressed his gratitude to
every emerging grain farmer who is willing to be guided, thereby
ensuring a growing harvest of grain farmers each year.

21 farmers joined the 250 Ton Club, three new members were added
to the 500 Ton Club and 1 000 Ton Club respectively, and two farm-
ers became proud representatives of the 1 500 Ton Club. ‘We don't
farm for farmers, but give them guidance so that they learn to farm
for themselves. At this event we do not celebrate a harvest of maize,
but a harvest of farmers,’ De Villiers added.

The winners (and finalists) who took their mentors’ advice to heart
and showed the greatest improvement in the various categories are
as follows:

The 2018 Grain SA/Absa/John Deere Financial Subsistence Farmer
of the Year, Ms Jenette Thembi Shoba (59) from Mpumalanga, was
overjoyed to be announced as the winner. She joined Grain SAin2014
and became a more skilled farmer by attending study group sessions,
producing an astonishing 7,5 tons of maize on her 1 ha. Mr Michris
Janse van Rensburg donated a fertiliser spreader and Ms Helene
Rhodes sponsored a threshing machine. With these gifts Shoba
may even increase her yield in the next season.




S

-

&

SRR

W 1Bt AN s

a 3: Derek Mathews (vice-chairperson, Grain SA) and Dudu Mashile
(Bayer), presented the 2018 Grain SA/Bayer Potential Commercial
Farmer of the Year award to Paulus Mosia and his wife, Nomasonto.

N 4: Grain SA’s vice-chairperson, Preline Swart, with the 2018
Grain SA/Syngenta Smallholder Farmer of the Year, Nhlanhla
Mngadi, Andreas Boon and Ben Schoonwinkel.

a 5: The 2018 Grain SA/Absa/John Deere Financial Subsistence
Farmer of the Year, Jenette Shoba, receives her award from
Jannie de Villiers. Belinda Jacobs is on the right.

N 6: Jannie de Villiers with guests from Mthatha.

» 7: Grain SA personnel were dr d for the ¢ ion.
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Day of Celebration )

Struggles and HARD WORK forgotten

a 8: Edwin Mahlatsi, the 2017 New Era Farmer of the Year, attended the 2018

“ At this event we

do not celebrate a

harvest of maize,
but a harvest

celebration with his wife, Othenia, and sister, Anna. Johan Kriel (development

co-ordinator) caught up with them.
~ 9: Amos Kubheka, a finalist for the 2018 Subsistence Farmer of the Year,

Mavis Hlatshwayo, last year’s winner in this category and Christinah Ngwenya

came from Mpumalanga to join in the festivities.

a 10: President and Anton Mabaso with their mentor, Willie Prinsloo. The two

brothers were finalists in the Potential Commercial Farmer of the Year.

Other finalists in this category were Mr Amos Mfaniseni
Kubheka from Mpumalanga and Mr Siyavuya Njeya from the
Eastern Cape.

There were only two farmers who qualified as finalists in the cat-
egory, 2018 Grain SA/Syngenta Smallholder Farmer of the Year:
Mr Mduduzi David Mnisi from Mpumalanga and Mr Nhlanhla Sicelo
Mngadi from KwaZulu-Natal. Mngadi (48), who joined Grain SA
in 2015 after seeing the success his neighbour was achieving as
a result of Grain SA's mentorship programme, was announced as
the winner.

This is the second year that the Grain SA/Bayer Potential Commer-
cial Farmer of the Year award was presented. This category is for
farmers with access to more than 100 ha of arable land, who are
currently not able to use all of the available land, but can develop
into New Era Commercial farmers. The 2018 winner of this catego-
ry, Mr Paulus Mosia (50), hails from the Free State and joined the
Grain SA Farmer Development Programme in 2008. He is also an
active member of the Edenville Study Group. Brothers Anton and
President Mabaso who farm together in the Bothaville district, were
the other finalists in this category.

Mr Jeremia Makhosini Mathebula (40) from Mpumalanga is the
2018 Grain SA/Absa/John Deere Financial New Era Commercial
Farmer of the Year. His farming career began in 2009 when he
started planting maize on only 40 ha of arable land on which he

SAGRAN

of farmers. ,’

achieved about 4 t/ha. Over the past four years his maize yield has
increased by 75%. He currently plants a total of 450 ha of maize and
100 ha of soybeans and manages over 400 breeding cows. His prize
included a brand new tractor. The other finalists in this category,
who each received a cheque for R25 000 and a watch from the
sponsors, are Mr Thamsanga Sampie Booizene from the
North West Province and Mr Daniel Magala from the Free State.

The forces who made it possible

A big thank you to the main sponsors — Absa, Bayer, John Deere

Financial and Syngenta, who were represented by:

** Ms Belinda Jacobs (enablement marketing manager: Absa Agri-
Business).

®* Mr Antois van der Westhuizen (managing director: John Deere
Financial Sub Saharan Africa).

** Messrs Andreas Boon (head: Technical Services, Syngenta SA)
and Ben Schoonwinkel (head: Customer Marketing, Syngenta
SA).

** Ms Dudu Mashile (seed sales manager, Bayer).

McPherson also thanked the friends of the programme whose
support ensures its continued existence and said that a day like this
brings hope. ‘I believe in our future - we can do so much togeth-
er.’ These supporters include the Maize Trust, Winter Cereal Trust,
Qil and Protein Seed Development Trust, Monsanto/Bayer, Afgri,
Pioneer, Pannar and Sasol Base Chemicals. @
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GRAIN SA

FOREVER FARMERS
honoured for shaping the future

LLOUISE KUNZ, SA Graan/Grain editorial team and HELENUS KRUGER (photos)

the next generation — not only in the food they produce,
but also in the way they look after the soil. This is the type
of farming where the future is decided by what is done today.’

l onight, we celebrate the Forever Farmers, those produc-
ers and farmers who do not farm just for today, but for

With these words Mr Chris Burgess, the master of ceremonies at
the prestigious 2018 Grain SA Awards ceremony welcomed guests
at Theatre on the Track in Midrand on 12 October. ‘The stories we
shall hear tonight are a testament to family farms where farming is
more than just a way to earn a living, but a way of life, a commitment
to the soil, and a critical contribution to the country.” He added that
South African producers are regarded as some of the best on the
globe, farming in some of the toughest conditions in the world whilst
producing staples to fight hunger in the country.

Syngenta is the main sponsor of the Grain Producer of the Year and
Smallholder Farmer of the Year. Mr Abraham Vermeulen (manag-
ing director: Syngenta SA) motivated farmers and producers going
through tough times. ‘Challenging roads are usually the ones that
lead us to success.’ He said one’s journey should always be about

AR

without a hitch.

reflection and the learning process. He stated that it is evident that
the finalists and winners all had tough times in their journey to
achieve success, but that each one’s story was a testimony to their
strong character. It also became clear that the value of strong family
ties and support when you are on a bumpy road, is underrated.

‘It is important to share your story to encourage others, especially
those who want to take their first step on this wonderful dirt road of
agriculture.” He urged farmers and producers to be flexible, to spend
time with positive individuals who are keen to contribute to agri-
culture and to not just have faith in miracles, but to make miracles
happen. ‘I have seen many of our farmers and producers make mira-
cles happen,’ he said referring to various producers who are helping
to improve agricultural practices among emerging farmers and those
who contributed to bring relief in the drought-stricken areas. ‘We all
have the ability to make miracles happen.’

Mr Jaco Minnaar, chairperson of Grain SA, said it was an honour and
a truly humbling experience to be part of this journey. He thanked
the farmers, producers and supporters of the agricultural industry.
"You are the people who are shaping the future of agriculture and
therefore, the future of South Africa.’

a 1: Derek Mathews, vice-chairperson of Grain SA, welcomed the guests at the Grain SA Awards.
N 2: Elvis Blue entertained guests with an array of upbeat songs.
4 3: Landbouweekblad'’s editor-in-chief, Chris Burgess, made sure the programme flowed

a 4: The Deputy Minister: Agriculture, Forestries and Fisheries, Sfiso Buthelezi (with the red tie),
joined the Grain SA Executive and sponsors on stage to congratulate the winners. From the left
are Antois van der Westhuizen (managing director: John Deere Financial Sub Saharan Africa),
Kobus Steenekamp (commercial operations lead, Bayer), Cobus Wells (head: Absa Agri-
Business Africa), Jaco Minnaar and Abraham Vermeulen.
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PANNAR wens die AR

Y fly Broers

Dirkie en Johan,
" baie geluk met hul _ 7
aanwysing as
Graanprodusent van
die Jaar.

PANNAR wil die volgende

~ wenners ook gelukwens met
~hul indrukwekkende prestasies

Van links na regs: g i
Paulus Mosia: 2018 Graan SA/Bayer Potensiéle Kommersiéle Boer van die Jaar.
Jeremia Mathebula: 2018 Graan SA /Absa/John Deere Financial Nuwe Era Kommersiéle Boer van die Jaar.
Nhlanhla Mngadi: 2018 Graan SA/Syngenta Kleinskaalse Boer van die Jaar.
Jenette Shoba: 2018 Graan SA/Absa/lohn Deere Financial Bestaansboer van die Jaar

PANNAR. , S boer o de Toeforly



( Awards ceremony | GRAIN SA

FOREVER FARMERS

a 5: Nhlanhla Mngadi (Smallholder Farmer of the Year), Jeremia Mathebula (New Era Commercial Farmer
of the Year), Jenette Shoba (Subsistence Farmer of the Year) and Paulus Mosia (Potential Commercial Farmer
of the Year) were joined by family members on the stage after being congratulated by the sponsors and the
Deputy Minister.

a 6: Jaco Minnaar (left) and Abraham Vermeulen (right) with the 2018 Grain Producer of the Year finalists,
Wilgrow from Middelburg in the Eastern Cape; Van Zyl Family Trust from Ladybrand in the Free State and
the Van As brothers from Swellendam in the Western Cape.

4 7: Grain SA’s CEO, Jannie de Villiers.

a 8: Jenette Shoba received a hearty hug from Deputy Minister Buthelezi.

N 9: Preline Swart, vice-chairperson of Grain SA, joined Jannie de Villiers on stage for the presentation of the

Inspiration Award to Chris Burgess. @

November 2018

pilareih 15



Anderkant die sifos

Anderkant die silo's van NWK
/s 'n boer met 'n lang sleepwa
wat wag op die reén
 s/mag om te plant
. L o dle oes te stroop van dje roomgoud land

-   o Kyk fyn na die ljg wat
deur dlie venster skyn
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Dis kwart voor dirie en dit gaan reén
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Graanprodusent van die Jaar

Boerdery 'n uitdagende,
dog hoogs vervullende beroep

U.OUISE KUNZ, SA Graan/Grain redaksiespan en HELENUS KRUGER (foto)

n Prediker 4 lees ons dat twee beter is as
een, omdat hulle saam meer in hul werk
bereik. Mnre Johan en Dirkie van As is
'n sprekende voorbeeld hiervan. Dié
twee broers is op Vrydag, 12 Oktober, as die
wenners van die 2018 Graan SA/Syngenta
Graanprodusent van die Jaar aangewys.

Johan het vanaf 1985 tot 1993 saam met hul
pa, Albertus, geboer. Dirkie het in 1994 by

8 700 ha verbou word. Johan sien hoof-
saaklik om na die finansies en lewendehawe
-'n stoet- en kommersiéle skaapboerdery.

dat ons landbouers in murg en been is. Al is
dit 'n uitdagende beroep, is dit steeds uiters
vervullend.” @

Met die ontvangs van hul toekenning het
hul gesé dat hulle dit nooit op hul eie sou
kon vermag nie. “Sonder 'n goeie en
betroubare arbeidsmag kan mens nie
veel uitrig nie, so in hul afwesigheid
sé ons dankie vir wat julle vir ons

v Dirkie en Johan van As saam met hul gades,
Yolindi (links) en Maresa.

die boerdery aangesluit en Van As Broers
(Eiendoms) Beperk is as handeldrywende
maatskappy gestig. Sedertdien is hulle
daaraan gewoond om na hulself as “ons”
eerder as “ek” te verwys.

ondersteuning.

Die twee broers het 'n perfeksionistiese
benadering tot boerdery en elkeen word in
'n spesialisveld in die boerdery aangewend.
Dirkie fokus op die saaiboerdery waar
kanola, gars, koring en lusern op ongeveer

funksie

werd is.” Hulle het ook hul dank
teenoor SSK betuig vir hul

“Dankie aan Graan SA
en al die borge wat so 'n
uitnemende platform vir
landbou skep en hierdie
moontlik gemaak
het. Die proses waarvan ons
nou deel was, het ons oortuig

.

New Era Commercial Farmer of the Year category (250+ tons)

Teamwork makes
dreams possible
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U.OUISE KUNZ, SA Graan/Grain editorial team and HELENUS KRUGER (photo)

r Jeremia Makhosini Mathebula grew up in the Iswepe

area near Piet Retief. As a child he helped his father plant

maize on 1 ha of communal land. After school he com-

pleted a degree in Industrial Psychology and had a lus-
trous career ahead of him. But he made the decision to give it up to
fulfil a lifelong dream.

The partnership between him and his father had a big impact on his
decision to exchange the corporate world for life on the farm. His
own farming career began in 2009, when he planted maize on only
40 ha of arable land on which he achieved about 4 t/ha yield. Over
the past four years he has shown a 75% increase in maize yield per
hectare and has also become a proud member of the 1 500 Ton Club.

This humble family man knows that none of this would have been
possible without a team who showed him the ropes and supported
him. Mathebula joined Grain SA in 2014 and says that this is where
he learned how important it is to have the correct information to take
informed decisions. He is also part of an association of farmers in
the Amersfoort area who get together on a regular basis to discuss
agricultural issues. Wife Nomothandiso ensures that the administra-
tive side of their farming enterprise stays up to date and the children
make sure their father kee